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First 5 Association of California Reacts to AmeriCorps 
Funding Restoration 

 

Avo Makdessian, Executive Director of First 5 Association of California today issued the following statement 
after a federal judge ruled that the Trump administration must restore funding to AmeriCorps in California. 

“First 5s across California are pleased and relieved to see funding to AmeriCorps restored across the state. First 
5 commissions serve more than one million California children and families each year through an integrated, 
collaborative system of support. In many rural areas, AmeriCorps is foundational to First 5’s ability to provide 
family support. 

“California families rely heavily on AmeriCorps members for direct services. In rural communities, for example, 
AmeriCorps members provide developmental screenings for young children from birth through age five. While 
parents in urban areas may have easier access to pediatric services, these resources are often scarce in rural 
regions. Trained AmeriCorps members bridge this gap by traveling directly to families. They are a lifeline in 
many cases and we are grateful for this restoration.” 

For more on AmeriCorp’s impact on families of young children, you can listen to Avo Makdessian’s interview on 
Capitol Public Radio’s Insight here.  

### 

About First 5 Associa.on of California 
First 5 AssociaKon of California represents the state’s 58 county First 5 Commissions. Together, First 5 supports 
over one million children and families each year, advancing policies and investments that ensure young children 
are healthy, safe, and ready to learn. The AssociaKon works to advance state and federal public policies and 
funding that support California’s young children and families. Our policy work is informed by local communiKes 
and local First 5 Commissions and is grounded in a whole child / whole family lens. We do this while centering 
the fact that low-income communiKes, communiKes of color, and historically marginalized Californians face 
disproporKonate impacts due to systemic racism, wealth inequality, and environmental hazards. Learn more 
at www.first5associaKon.org.  

mailto:courtney@first5association.org
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flink.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.MiER5ZyykAhjLjM43cP8KlTClczM2iuTwaVucH5IS5DyA1OLsROMFg0ahqfPtGWs4yT1P7-2FvX5W8ciw21Iojx5jbVu5dxhQ-2FvgsoyBJ-2Fck8bEG2KU4p01rRXF6rU2deYebgiE5iQipqAP5EjKiU0Q0sG554cf5wdDBiPNGRiiwtpcgXvpFXljlQ9BoU7HpcEb-2FAv-2F5dCvzMmhv4VI2TrfJIIyPZfVWjGNqWhEMsTGCRBNgdiMPwzCgZT8alLlJSdFQTifaruqNt9H2iVejxXG1xIG5nGFgqu4kk4-2FHDg9I0mkXDy9AzckF9uwlx-2B3OZkSO4A9HNu6W6qM8ErUx6mqenNGtxFIqxvHs-2B7Axedc7SCXgb84ij5y8b-2FfP1WIPA9mgqAPaOzev7kj4WKHhIlQAS5sXI0qgiog9LuswqRGDgCSel0yo2ci-2FLAWWdRKCe4BTjGddCcp3FPZvJKy-2B7wTm97yFNK29HWIshScr-2BBDPAeiMF4htd-2Bp89nLb87P4y9ZU4Oy99R8DTrKwUKtJLwT9PXqtOGZnJ065gQWYFy-2BdYPZSancyB8o2g8KO3EdmUVd3S9YPnzuAtQph-2FIp5Y2l6H38eBXSnAHcQ-2B1XTZu-2FoMDqKEH3job-2FKjwqBeMI9wA5niUvVPS3EFnFALPufuDG2rJpn7QJ4yAgPSM0dUDWwhoYfuuHVBM1BFgO6P-2BoaQXEbGgq7n2PS0-2BvLGbN8z68I9WenAPedTQ94rQ8r68WoVd36vmaYzEfvG0kqvEUCw5C-2FD9bMOMOnYV5BjsivnuhwuV0KknxoTzpcG0g4n58yD-2Fp2SdLqfWDY9zZ1qoac6LVPKhabnldPO6zBAgrcDKsw-2BRjzCOfcos1MSsGrWVaeOPzFCy2BgU51tTEhEjlS53IeYZJKEs126GuM-2BRvtu6R5GbYzdMr1mY2iNkas8ZLgdOY4vmnnY0bpCGcEhbdfA8X6paVwfxFHZSrzgoBz4eROt8tdURqkHVtCO9TACUQZmeaMCB2dhkCBRvtrnpMtxegENduZCIJsjHMR8N9-2Bf0NQ-3D-3DL1sy_RLDmjjI0NyGh-2B8O6-2FH3HtPYa9faQsuT2qSfGNL3bOoGTz0PRyN3CyTp8zLr3HobURSr1jzuqEix1-2Fe3tzjeEKiML65-2F8nqB-2FaX5klcZK06K1SvSUesRjuy-2BA6AjOx0hyWTkPfq9VTa7SnMhEvRxY8KZ0cxiKWH2-2BfqR9RCDe0wJJZYHZE36mIm4AtYaaAHgqdk47wktiO7z5-2F7ikcUQasyEptVE-2B-2FHhLnnckzPD-2BERmHCizyBrF95UHhtFebbazx-2F6-2BmYS2jKjcjTYhj93GkheUesXFVyZMn0LJyHlg2wyHr2M55JUzYdaOKmiuGlAc8AKvMcWax2rcvpJULopummCxt4S5vlrvh-2B1Yy3c2u-2FTfmmXd-2FDJ7WVnWXbekH2g8tdXfsvjL-2BPMCAFHb8LSvNzw-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Ctiana%40first5association.org%7Ceac9c418b2fa4ceef62508dda48936fb%7C0b07f70419144a80a8d76f6530924c8e%7C0%7C0%7C638847633854200889%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mO9YO92HjNxOLDSXSqm1f8xTrvDDT%2BtvJlQRxM5SGLc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flink.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.MiER5ZyykAhjLjM43cP8KlTClczM2iuTwaVucH5IS5DyA1OLsROMFg0ahqfPtGWs4yT1P7-2FvX5W8ciw21Iojx90UaBUDmHJ4t7u0o0-2FoR81Iz3I9Ubkmw-2BoKRBd7cBQNDzkygFo2tK9pxbU90D1UDuOtuz6taW3dCS1u1DOYhILZhBSohm-2F7SjmLfREKpPZ9qjS5-2FvwYmZNlsaDEBKSRzi-2B4V-2B2cb5lPyUkgkTQGuMFP8gmgIEMP4DSkV1SexCZvIJNCa8S1bBUDldbprXWVgOxPRiQzpywRQeGoCqj8Uuz9cAgzRNkexZSjFwb1ybY-2FBG2-2FXHPeFIW2D-2BZssyulmp9bAHy6AIOEVlt1hkTSxz024680D-2BAtCswl5w-2FA8-2B1sSHHummddXcBiIUvChvLG5pS8d8-2BBf35EPFiJ6qdhGSvHihi64k-2BGXPREan1S1OZOlaZo1ULeJL-2FU4Z32ToyPcMOKC64FJTlBzxTHnvep2dcmYwNIprHyovLnXrRaVO7EoN9g3Sku3iS7BvIyxs7a5C6QoNXxWDVpHwoxAWcXmxrX3PkP0TP-2BALBNIQyclIzZddxnenoHfMpQX3rBKFxrWWazHkOqh5VzOfph55pTYRRDdmq2AsFf0RmxLb1Evrhpfu-2BbEV1y7Z1nTaZbc-2FA22RYtwT2FuNQO012zBiC9aRwQMIgtOpygZnvfC2GktJbc6WUO5cLLIpfCNFiTuI95GHzBrQFgIp0GhkPbuYZ-2FUSCbeWA21tiOG7PfigsKRqaizazLfJiqj3QbzY3EB3yR77jFvyaMq1dW4djKGWk0NpE-3DROve_RLDmjjI0NyGh-2B8O6-2FH3HtPYa9faQsuT2qSfGNL3bOoGTz0PRyN3CyTp8zLr3HobURSr1jzuqEix1-2Fe3tzjeEKiML65-2F8nqB-2FaX5klcZK06K1SvSUesRjuy-2BA6AjOx0hyWTkPfq9VTa7SnMhEvRxY8KZ0cxiKWH2-2BfqR9RCDe0wJJZYHZE36mIm4AtYaaAHgqdk47wktiO7z5-2F7ikcUQasyEptVE-2B-2FHhLnnckzPD-2BERkt-2FfGLExsMfuepA1Q5Oq3MDBXVGigWfHRSOHYwVnYpyjX4gHRZSD8mflNh6F9HiDbB6gkSFKd0waInsOmZJY4e17TD-2F8DTxwhVUkrE9UXJ-2Be1m9515MGiihKuNB9aJj1KXrGhT4lKSFKo-2FjgBZvZ3G-2BuX3yVRyrsxF3BepAjRJlA-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Ctiana%40first5association.org%7Ceac9c418b2fa4ceef62508dda48936fb%7C0b07f70419144a80a8d76f6530924c8e%7C0%7C0%7C638847633854238575%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UbR3zQegR0DF9F%2B63JMkzkxOrWve6SOHnAD4cdIGq9k%3D&reserved=0

